Joint Land Use Study: Camp Butner
Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Joint Land Use Study (JLUS)?


(The JLUS is a cooperative planning effort between Camp Butner, Granville County, Durham County, the Town of Butner and the Town of Stem to ensure that development around Camp Butner Training Site is compatible with the mission of the military installation, and to ensure that military activities onsite do not adversely impact the residents and businesses surrounding the installation.

Why is the JLUS necessary?


(The local governments surrounding Camp Butner and the NC National Guard felt that, due to rapid residential development occurring on the land surrounding the military installation, a plan should be put in place to ensure compatible development between the military and surrounding communities. Also, the entities involved view this exercise as a method of teaching the public about the history and mission of Camp Butner, and its importance to the local economy.

How does a JLUS work?


(The JLUS is guided by a policy committee comprised of voting members from the Towns of Stem and Butner and the Counties of Durham and Granville. The policy committee also contains non-voting members from Camp Butner, the NC National Guard, NC State University, NC Department of Health and Human Services, and NC Department of Agriculture. 


(The policy committee receives guidance from a series of technical advisory committees. These technical advisory committees focus on specific aspects of the plan, such as GIS data, land use, and environmental protection. These technical advisory committees will report to an executive technical advisory committee that will be ultimately responsible for making recommendations to the policy committee.


(The JLUS will be staffed by the Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments. A grant provided by the US Office of Economic Adjustment will fund 90% of the study; the remaining 10%  will come in the form of staff time provided by local governments to work on the study. 

How can the public participate in the JLUS?


(The public is encouraged to participate in a variety of ways. The policy and technical committee meetings are always open to the public, and are generally advertised in the newspaper. There is a link from the Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments website (www.kerrtarcog.org) where information such as meeting agendas, meeting summaries, and documents is frequently posted. There will also be several public workshops and hearings as the JLUS moves forward so the public will have an opportunity to give input and react to recommendations. The Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments Planning Department staff is also available to answer any questions by calling 252/436-2040.

What are the outcomes of a JLUS? 

(The JLUS will result in a final report that contains recommendations for local governments to use in updating land use plans and/or policies so that development around the military installation will not adversely impact the mission of the installation. Likewise, the report will contain policy and/or procedural recommendations for Camp Butner to minimize adverse impacts on surrounding communities, and to generate increased public awareness of the history and mission of the facilities on the installation. The report will also contain recommendations for all participating entities to continue a working relationship and enhance communication regarding major land use or development decisions. 

Will my property be affected by the JLUS?


(The official study area for the JLUS is within one mile around the perimeter of the Camp Butner boundaries. For the most part, recommendations will focus on lands within these areas. There may be cases where some policy recommendations will be recommended for land outside this one-mile buffer. 

Who represents me on the JLUS committee?


(The policy committee is comprised of the following voting members: Edgar Smoak (Town of Butner Councilman); Jack Day (Town of Stem Mayor); Ellen Reckhow (Durham County Commissioner); and Hubert Gooch (Granville County Commissioner).

