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Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments

 IMPORTANT EVENTS |

August 1st - August 31°* 2026

National Immunization Awareness
Month - 08/01/2026-08/31/2026

: National Immunization Awareness Month
NCRoers 7 Hem ) dfh AN FIRE highlights the importance of routine

« B

vaccination for infants, children,
adolescents, adults, and older adults.
Vaccines help protect individuals and
communities from serious and
preventable diseases. Individuals should
speak with a trusted health care provider
about which vaccines are recommended
for them.

Back To School Month - 08/01/2026-08/31/2026 _ National Senior Citizens Day- 08/21/2026

August marks the beginning of a new school year for many
students, families, educators, and school employees. It is a
time to gather supplies, establish healthy routines, review
transportation and school-zone safety, and prepare
students for a successful return to the classroom. Families
are encouraged to discuss expectations, practice safe
routes to school, and support children as they adjust to
new schedules and learning environments.

National Senior Citizens Day recognizes the
achievements, experiences, and valuable
contributions of older adults throughout our
communities. It also provides an opportunity to
raise awareness of issues affecting seniors,
including health care, transportation, social
isolation, financial security, caregiving, and
access to supportive services.

National Night Out - 08/04/2026 Women's Equality Day - 08/26/2026
National Night Out is an annual community-building Women'’s Equality Day commemorates the
campaign that promotes public safety and strengthens certification of the 19th Amendment in
partnerships among residents, law enforcement agencies, 1920, which granted many women in the
first responders, local governments, and community United States the right to vote. The
organizations. Events across the country bring neighbors observance honors the generations of
together through family activities, safety demonstrations, advocates who worked to advance women'’s
food, entertainment, and community resources. The voting rights and recognizes the ongoing
observance encourages residents to connect with those pursuit of equal rights and opportunities. It
who serve their communities and work together to create encourages reflection on women'’s
safer, more welcoming neighborhoods. important contributions to our country.

As we recognize these upcoming holidays and observances, we encourage everyone to take time to reflect,
celebrate, and support the people and causes that make our communities stronger, safer, and more connected.
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Public Service
Appreciation Day

SEPTEMBER 25™ 2026

Fru Car Wash for Public
Sorvants from -1 pm
vah kinch provided

Hosted by The Masonic
Homa for Children

=

Back to School
Essentials Giveaway

8/22/26 12pm
Way To Grow! Festival

126 South Garnett Street, Henderson NC
* Socks

¢ T-Shirts
* Undergarments

All students are welcome!
Essentials Bag

* Hygiene Products
Free Food * Hair Products
Youth Village Adventures + School Supplies

Donations will be accepted at
AIMHigh 126 S. Gamal'[ Street until SIZUEG
For morei

* New/Gently used
Clothes & Shoes
* Health Screenings
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YARD SALE EVENT

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8
=8:00AM-11:00AM =

Join us for a morning of : ﬁ ANGUST @
LOVE, SUPPORT, AND SMILES
o e i SATURDAY 8AM - 1PM
= A
. R & |
BOOK BOOKS LUKCHBOXES = HYGIEME [TEMS HOME GDODS‘ SOMETHING
= ALL ITEMS FREE! ALL ARE WELCOME! = 17 L FURMIURE FOR
Macon Baptist Church
159 Church St. THE SALVATION ARMY - HENDERSON,NC |  Skop with purpos
Macon, NC 27551 2292 ROSS MILL RD - HENDERSON, NC 27537 | MAKE A DIFFERENC




UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

 FREE EVENT 35
5 ,friue- ‘DJ <

* IN AUGUST

Q 118 Hayes St, Louisburg, NC 27549 ¢

!ff‘ Friday, August 7, 2026
30" Annual Franklin County

Region Horge Farm Tour

Registration Deadline: 7:30 am, August 4
+ Carpool to tour stops « Door Prizes
+ Educational Topics = Demos
Cost:$30
Register Today!

RUSES I]ISEULIHTST[JRES PARK\NG LUT

1471 N. GAR! B
HENDERSON, NC 2/ ‘3!:-

4 AL
Extension At Home
Virtual Sessions
e R ———

JULY Everyday Money Skills: Budget, Credit, and Control
Cooking with Herbs and Spices

SEPTEMBER Pressure Cooker Basics & Beyond

Celebrating Hispanic Culture Through Cooking
NOVEMBER Feast Without Fear: Food Safety for Group Meals
w Holiday Budgeting: Seasonal Spending Strategy

REGISTER FOR YOUR FAVORITE SESSION AT
GO.NCSU.EDU/EXTENSIONATHOME

e~ = S Coeparative Datension It o sguel spportusity pravider

NEW TOPICS
COMING TO YOU

Every 2nd Tuesday of the Month at 12 PM ET

Family

FREE Backpacks
& School Supplies

Join us at
Bunn Town Hall &
Bunn Community Park
from

6:00 - T:30 pm

@@L

Saturday, August 8, 2026
9:00 am - 11:00 am

EVENT DETAILS WHAT WE OFFER
LOCATION Evorything s 100% Free
oo o ) S

Lowisburg, NC 27549

Tha avent is hedd on-site ot
the church and is opan to i
EVaryone.

e
‘students stor tho yoor

“God is able to bless you S T S —

Finish the summer by unearthing a
real “gem” at the library! Register at
the checkour desk. FREE!

Tuesday, August 4
Youngsville at 4 p.m.
Wednesday, August 5
Franklinton at 4 p.m.
Thursday, August 6
Bunn at 4 p.m.
Saturday, August 8
Louisburg at 2 p.m.

(INEARTH /Alcsiss
ounry

July 20 @ Louisburg Library

‘Join our elite Forensic Squad to
master the science of sleuthing.’

Grow Your Piggy Bank!

July 23 @ Bunn Library ‘Join the State Employees
July 27 @ Louisburg Library  Credit Union at the library

July 28 @ Youngsville Library for a special Youth
July 29 @ Franklinton Library ~ Financial Workshop!”

\

Summer Reading Finale*
Foothills Mobile Gem Mining

August 4 @ Youngsville Library (at 4 PM.)  “Finish the summer |
August 5 @ Franklinton Library (at 4 P.M.) unearthing a real “ge

August 6 @ Bunn Library (at 4 P.M.)  at the library! Regist

B August 8 @ Louisburg Library (at 2 P.M.) at the checkout des

E‘ s WELLNESS BAGS
"o FREE HAIRCUTS

; dﬁ i ’L@h

~

THIS ONE DAY EVENT IS A COLLABDRATION BETWEEN COMMUNITY
PARTHERS TO PROVIDE FREE SERVICES AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES TO
FAMILIES AND IKDIVIDUALS EXPERIENCING HOMELESSHESS.

» RESOURGES
« LAUNDRY SERVICES
» HMIS REGISTRATION

* SCHOOL SUPPLIES
y;* SHOWERS

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15T, 2026 | 9AM - TPM

= ORANGE STREET COMMUNITY CENTER
{ 125 ORANGE STREET, DXFORD, NC 27565

BREAKFAST AND LUNGH WILL BE SERVED

SUPPORT AFFORDABLE

ROLL FOR ADVENTURE: THABLETOP
GHMES FOR BEGINNERS

THE TEAM FROM BACKWOODS WIZAR UGS INTRODUCES THE EXCITING
WORLD OF TABLETOP GAMES! LEARN THE BASICS, INCLUDING HOW TO
GLT STARTED, WHAT YOU NEED TO PLAY, AND TIFS FOR BEGINNERS. 8O

EXFERIENCE NECESSARY?

Monday, August 10
Youngsville Library

Tuesday, August 11
Louisburg Librar\,f

Wednesday, August 12
Franklinton Library

Thursday, August 13
Bunn Library

FREE!

Finish the summer by unearthing a
real “gem” at the library! Register at
the checkour desk. FREE!

Tuesday, August 4
Youngsville at 4 p.m.
Wednesday, August 5
Franklinton at 4 p.m.
Thursday, August 6
Bunn at 4 p.m.
Saturday, August 8
Louisburg at 2 p.m.

a i *Reqgistration required for the Finale - Foothills Mobile Gem Mining)_
-




Regional Council
Of Governments

WE ARE INVITING YOU TO OUR
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ANNUAL
BANQUET
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JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF
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4o I -
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6:30 PM

§=s . 4 - ot
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OPERATION TOBACCO ROAD

This is a short note to invite you, and everyone within your circles of influence, to the 2026 NCNG
Cyber Security Response Force (CSRF) Operation Tobacco Road (OTR '26) event, featuring a half-day
All Hazards Tabletop Exercise. OTR '26 will occur twice this year, August 17-21 and October 5-9. The
All Hazard TTX occurs Aug 19th and Oct 7th. Full details on OTR26 can be seen HERE.

Operation Tobacco Road is five-day, full scale technical exercise dedicated to Public Sector Cyber &
IT Professionals, hosted by the NC National Guard CSRF. The attached flyer tells it better than I can,
please forward this opportunity to everyone you think may be interested.

The Tabletop Exercise (TTX) is a discussion-based, non-technical exercise focused on incident
awareness, coordination, decision-making, and response. The scenarios are challenging, fun and
guaranteed to generate discussion long after it's over. Without giving away the plot, | can say this
year's script incorporates cyber, natural, man-made, airborne and water elements for the audience
to grapple with.

Unlike the hands-on keyboard portion of Operation Tobacco Road, the TTX allows participants to
work through response actions, communication flow, and leadership decisions in a guided
environment. Sign up for the TTX HERE.

NORTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF
INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

Broadband & Digital Opportunity

DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY SURVEY

The N.C. Department of Information Technology (NCDIT) encourages North Carolinians to
participate in the State’s second Digital Opportunity Survey.

The survey asks about residents' needs for affordable high-speed internet, computers, and the

digital skills needed to safely access online services for work, education, health care, government
services, and everyday life.

Survey responses will help update the State's digital opportunity plans and guide future efforts
to meet North Carolinians' changing needs.

Scan the QR code to take the suvey today!



https://www.csrf.nc.gov/operation-tobacco-road
https://forms.osi.apps.mil/r/RJzxFHqWU1

YOUNGSVILLE - Crews will install stop signs on Pocomoke Road turning the intersection with Long Mill
Road into an all-way stop. Stop signs are already in place on Long Mill Road.

Work will take place July 29 at 9 a.m.- 3 p.m., weather permitting. Drivers should allow extra travel time
and be mindful of crews working in this area.

For real-time travel information, visit DriveNC.gov or follow NCDOT on social media.

Contact: Kim Deaner

ksdeaner@ncdot.gov
(919).707-2681

NORTH CAROLINA
Department of Transportation ncdc::t.gcw

The North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality has released the Neuse River Basin Action
Strategy, a framework designed to help communities prepare for flooding and invest in long-term
resilience. The strategy identifies 113 prioritized actions, including stormwater and drainage
improvements, infrastructure protection, flood-warning systems, nature-based solutions, and
floodproofing measures. Of these, 29 were selected as high priorities based on community support,
feasibility, available resources, and potential impact. Communities can access the recommendations
through DEQ’s Flood Resiliency Blueprint Tool to support planning, project development, and funding
opportunities.

For More Information:

Contact: Sascha Medina
Phone: 919-707-8672

Click Here to Visit Our Website For More Information



mailto:sascha.medina@deq.nc.gov
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.deq.nc.gov%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0101019f854d64b9-0e93afff-718b-403f-b579-78e5fd1d1f8f-000000/URqjH-jAt8F5wCGorsQKw6t__VibUBdMO58NxhdLbCs=452
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.CRihoFYq-2Fl-2Bfz2SMx2Zwd-2FkM178rz4j9uBCpkBNUL3U-2FR-2FNWpaQ8aOexjIlbIsIXo0tj_oHtX-2FnnSdBIyi0HN7wZHob8lczsbaKAXQGSIGf2PqwbixFb9qirdsEBtLrcIXPzxr7l3f4YOeaf2m70BZ-2BsRUD-2Bf7e6f9RY-2BVxTHq4uQs4QuvJExm9E2cx6sYMUOEFMCgHkYvYFfoY-2BUEGcunALUBNerjR1NDK9Dom97vL6Z-2FxO6txT-2Bc9e5gvrVUtYMKCBMFJpIEvDd7FovWWadclso-2F7YLX9qfbXseJemaK44YiTRSN-2FGlyLHVWFlpDxu-2BVs90yGk6ssYUFndw-2FX3pdMBN0uMWCK6k9T1gPsmLp-2FeTE6Q9nQaR28wXkPb1LuwUpHnYK3-2BpXCHV85TctWHw-2BPdkrSSzhpEitjn7I3WmeIgMRjLfU-2FUny6xQzoQUMt4GniZ4
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.CRihoFYq-2Fl-2Bfz2SMx2Zwd3IJ15IlRGIte5YNp32pDIztvjK3McUwsWCSWXlgN9Khr23aW-2FOMSolOfm-2FYHa6nvlC1vMJHTNk7OmM58UYPInc-3DBFYX_oHtX-2FnnSdBIyi0HN7wZHob8lczsbaKAXQGSIGf2PqwbixFb9qirdsEBtLrcIXPzxr7l3f4YOeaf2m70BZ-2BsRUD-2Bf7e6f9RY-2BVxTHq4uQs4QuvJExm9E2cx6sYMUOEFMCgHkYvYFfoY-2BUEGcunALUBNerjR1NDK9Dom97vL6Z-2FxO6txT-2Bc9e5gvrVUtYMKCBMFJpIEvDd7FovWWadclso-2F4CZ4bIclKUNw1zztoPf4zIBhkWkZTjpku43CyDWVzQNj-2Fuwji3Ur-2BXatSCDws0UTrZF-2FgnECa54eL62WQ-2ByHWj221CefiFjCFPZ3IREtcp6n7z7A22ZkWzXuylNt3nXkYfLl2iry8U0IebsA5FKsyh9t4rJ-2F2Gjrk8-2FeYCc0rE8
mailto:ksdeaner@ncdot.gov

BUILDING A STRONGER TEAM: KTRCOG
STAFF DISCOVER THEIR STRENGTHS

On July 16, 2026, Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments staff participated in a team-building and
professional development workshop at the Clearview Church Café. The session was facilitated by
Tieska Jumbo of Jumbo Consulting.

Through the CliftonStrengths Assessment, staff identified their individual strengths and gained a
better understanding of the unique qualities and working styles each person brings to the
organization.

The interactive workshop highlighted how recognizing and leveraging these strengths can
strengthen communication, encourage collaboration, and improve overall team effectiveness.

Participants also learned practical strategies for working more efficiently, valuing different
perspectives, and creating opportunities for everyone to contribute meaningfully.

The training reinforced the importance of teamwork and demonstrated how building upon one
another’s strengths can help the organization achieve greater success together.

To learn more about professional and staff development training offered by Tieska Jumbo, visit
https://consultjumbo.com/.



https://consultjumbo.com/
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Why Join STEP-tember?
e Walkinghelps improve balance and reduces the
risk of falls : - Q WHERE
e Movement is medicine - just a few extra steps a (A
day can make a difference Anywhere! Walk ina park, at
e Stay connected and motivated! home, the mall, senior center.
Each Step Counts!
EVERY STEP COUNTS!
Don't forget tocall, visit, or email and report your
steps to the Senior Center every Friday in September! HOW TO REGISTER

*All participants will receive a free bag with
Fall Prevention Information at your first reporting ™

Toregister, visit the senior
center and let them know
you'd like to participate!

For more information, please contact:
Crystal Allen (252)-436-2040 ext. 2036
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AGING DEPT. TEACHES CAREGIVER
SKILLS WORKSHOP

Micheal Patterson, Kerr Tar Family Caregiver Specialist and Crystal Allen, Kerr Tar Aging Specialist
recently earned certification in Coaching Powerful Tools for Caregivers. Community volunteers Teresa
Troup, Donna Finn, and Dr. Thomas Finn also earned certification.

Powerful Tools for Caregivers is a six-week evidence base program that teaches caregivers skills such
as stress management, effective communication, goal setting, problem-solving, and self-care. Research
has found improvements in caregiver confidence, reduced stress, and better emotional well-being.

If you would like more information or are interested in finding a Powerful Tools for Caregivers class in
your area, please contact Micheal Patterson 252-436-2040 ext 6072 mpatterson@kerrtarcog.org or
Crystal Allen 252-436-2040 ext 2036 callen@kerrtarcog.org

A MATTER OF BALANCE CLASS
COMPLETED IN PERSON COUNTY

An A Matter of Balance class was held at the Person County Senior Center from June 1, 2026, through
July 21, 2026.

A Matter of Balance is an evidence-based, free 8-week program designed to help reduce the fear of
falling and increase activity levels for older adults and others who have concerns about falls.
Participants learn practical strategies to improve balance, build confidence, and remain active.

Be on the lookout for an A Matter of Balance class in your area!

For more information about upcoming classes, please contact:
Crystal Allen

Phone: 252-436-2040 ext. 2036

Email: callen@kerrtarcog.org

Alan Winstead
KTRCOG Area Agency On Aging Director
(252) 436-2040 ext. 2047
awinsteadekerrtarcog.org



mailto:mpatterson@kerrtarcog.org
mailto:callen@kerrtarcog.org
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FREE SEED LIBRARY GROWS AT VANCE
COUNTY REGIONAL FARMERS MARKET

The Extension Master Gardener Volunteers of Vance County have launched a free seed library at
the Vance County Regional Farmers Market to improve local food access, support community
gardens, and protect local pollinators. Since opening late last year, the seed library has distributed
nearly 600 packets featuring seasonal vegetables, pollinator-friendly plants, and other varieties for
residents to grow at home.

Led by Master Gardener Volunteer Cindy Jordon, the project is supported by volunteers who
organize and catalog seeds, assist visitors at the market, and seek grants and donations to sustain
the program. More than 250 community members have expressed interest in future educational
opportunities. In response, the team plans to offer hands-on workshops covering topics such as
seed saving and overwintering seeds in milk jugs.

Community support remains important to the seed library’'s continued success. Donations of
unused or locally collected seeds are welcome, along with financial contributions to help purchase
envelopes, labels, and other supplies.

Visit the seed library at 210 Southpark Drive in Henderson on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 8:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. For more information, contact Michael Ellington at 252-438-8188 or visit
facebook.com/EMGVance.

Alan Winstead
KTRCOG Area Agency On Aging Director
(252) 436-2040 ext. 2047

awinsteadekerrtarcog.org
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SENIORS' HEALTH INSURANCE
INFORMATION PROGRAM

N.C. Department of Insurance « Mike Causey, Commissioner
855-408-1212 (toll free) - www.ncdoi.gov

August is

National Immunization
Awareness Month

Vaccines are an important step in protecting against serious and
sometimes deadly diseases. Even healthy adults can become
seriously ill and can pass certain illnesses on to others.

Immunizations are especially important for older adults and for
adults with chronic conditions such as asthma, COPD, diabetes, or
heart disease.

Medicare covers a number of vaccines for beneficiaries under
Medicare Part B and the Medicare prescription drug plans (Part D).

Ask a SHIIP counselor for more information.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: CRYSTAL ALLEN @ 252-436-2040

Alan Winstead
KTRCOG Area Agency On Aging Director
(252) 436-2040 ext. 2047
awinstead@kerrtarcog.org




Food Pantry Meetings Held Throughout the
Kerr-Tar Region

During July 2026 the Kerr-Tar Regional Food Council's Food Security & Access Committee brought
together representatives from food distribution organizations throughout the five counties to discuss
current challenges and emerging trends affecting food assistance efforts.

Three meetings were held across the Kerr-Tar Region in convenient locations. Stipends were also
provided for participating organizations. Participants shared concerns about increasing demand for
services, operational challenges, and the ongoing need for adequate food supplies. The discussion
also highlighted the importance of strengthening collaboration and referral networks to better serve
families experiencing food insecurity.

A regional survey will be distributed to food pantries to identify the most pressing challenges across
the region. The survey results will help guide future planning, collaboration, and resource
development to strengthen the regional food assistance network.

These regional pantry meetings are part of the Kerr-Tar Regional Food Partnership Project, which is
made possible through funding from the Triangle North Healthcare Foundation. Their support is
helping strengthen collaboration among food assistance providers and identify opportunities to
improve food access across the Kerr-Tar region.

For more information about the Kerr-Tar Regional Food Council, contact Desiree Brooks at 252-436-
2040 Ext. 6546 or dbrooks@kerrtarcog.org.

Granville & Person Co. Pantry Meeting

Vance & Warren Co. Pantry Meeting [
Vance County Farmers Market
July 8, 2026

Granville Co. Cooperative Extension
Office
July 30, 2026

Franklin Co. Food Pantry Meeting
Franklin County Cooperative Extension Annex
July 29" 2026

Desiree Brooks )

.
3

Community and Economic Development Manager 4

(252)-436-2040 ext. 6546 v l_:I-"?l-*’\Ni"-l E NORTH
dbrooks@kerrtarcog.org

Food Security Partnership Project Funded by:

“Zm3ovO0Orm<mU O-=20Z00m & OZ—-ZZ>r v
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¥ Community Café  _ Blciidi

L Alliance
A Childcare Discussion

N
| Turning Point CDC ?”Tuesday, Augr-* 11, 2026

N | 175 Satterwhite Point Rd. % OO - \O pm
G Henderson NC27537 Wééﬂr atl

- —# =T

https:/ /bit.ly/childcarediscussion Kerr -Tar

Regional Council
Of Governments

Desiree Brooks
Community and Economic Development Manager
(252)-436-2040 ext. 6546
dbrooks@kerrtarcog.org

& .
E &
o
N @
Of
M |
I
C
D =
E
Vv
E
L
O
P
M
E
N
T




Regional
'i'E D Marketplace

Grown, Raised, and Made in Kerr-Tar!

Join us as a vendor at the Rooted
Marketplace during the Regional
Economic Development Summit!

THURSDAY
OCTOBER 8, 2026

12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

201 Breckenridge St,
Henderson, NC 27536

Space is Limited!

For more information contact:

Desiree Brooks at

dbrooksekerrtarcog.org https://bit.ly/rootedmarketplace

Desiree Brooks
Community and Economic Development Manager
(252)-436-2040 ext. 6546
dbrooks@kerrtarcog.org
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BACK TO SCHOOL SAFELY WITH
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

Safety Tips for Students and Families

As students prepare to return to school, the Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments’ Safe
Routes to School initiative encourages families, educators, and drivers to help make every trip to
and from school as safe as possible.

Safe Routes to School promotes safe walking, bicycling, and rolling for students throughout
Franklin, Granville, Person, Vance, and Warren counties. Whether children walk, ride a bicycle, take
the bus, or travel by car, everyone plays a role in creating safer school routes.

Choose the safest available route and practice it with an adult before the first day of school.
Use sidewalks and designated crosswalks whenever they are available.

Stop and look left, right, and left again before crossing the street.

Make eye contact with drivers and wait until vehicles have stopped before crossing.

Avoid using phones, headphones, or other distractions while walking or bicycling.

Wear bright or reflective clothing to help drivers see you.

Always wear a properly fitted bicycle helmet.

Ride in the same direction as traffic and follow all traffic signs and signals.

Younger children should walk or bicycle with a trusted adult whenever possible.

In rural areas where sidewalks, bicycle lanes, or safe crossings may be limited, families should
carefully evaluate the route before allowing a child to walk or bicycle. If a route does not appear
safe, consider working with your school and local community partners to identify safer
alternatives.
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SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL
MONTHLY UPDATE
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On Saturday, July 25, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Safe Routes to School
Regional Program Coordinator Ashley Zuniga hosted an informational table at the
Community Health Fair held at Cornerstone Christian Community Church in
Oxford, Granville County.

Organized by Gloria Stovall, the event brought together several organizations
focused on community resources, public health, safety, mental health, and overall
well-being. Throughout the event, Ashley connected with attendees, shared
information about the Safe Routes to School initiative, and provided educational
resources promoting pedestrian and bicycle safety for children and families.

KTRCOG appreciates the opportunity to participate in this community-centered
event and help raise awareness about safe walking and bicycling throughout the
region.

See photos from the event below!

COMMUNITY

FAIR

FREE TO THE PUBLIC JuLy ‘
So Come & BeInformed!  25TH

HEALTH & WELLNESS SERVICE HHS OLIVIA RAVIZER
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*FREE BLOOD PRESSURE TESTING
*HEALTH EDUCATION AND PREVENTIVE CARE

| INFORMATION

*NUTRITION AND HEALTHY LIVING RESOURCES

* FITHESS AND. WELLNESS DEMONSTRATIONS
*CONNECTIONS TO LOCAL CLINICS AND COMMUNITY
SERVICES

*HOME CAREGIVERS

*HOSPICE CARE

*SUBSTANCES USE SUPPORT RESOURCES

There will be a host of vendors with
healthy, informative handout materials
al their booths.

LIBERTY HOME CARE ANI
MRS. TILDA HENDRICKS
HENDRICKS INSURANCE | 2
MRS. REBECCANEAL &
UNITY FORWARD

MR. MICHAEL PATTERSO!
FAMILY CAREGIVER SPEC
DR. FRANSINE SANCHEZ
CHRONIC DISEASE PREVE

Ashley Zuniga
KTRCOG Program Coordinator
252-436-2040 ext. 2009
azuniga@kerrtarcog.org
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SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL
MONTHLY UPDATE
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On Thursday, July 30, 2026, Safe Routes to School Regional Program
Coordinator, Ashley Zuniga, hosted an informational table at the Vance
County Schools Back-to-School Bash. The event was held at Vance County
Middle School Stadium from 3:00-6:30 p.m. and brought together numerous
community vendors to celebrate and support local students as they prepared
to return to school.

VANCE
?OLJN TY

BACK
SCHOOI.
Bask

THURSDAY, JULY 30, 2026
3-6:30PM
VANCE COUNTY MIDDLE STADIUM

Ashley shared educational resources focused on bicycle, pedestrian, and
helmet safety, along with Safe Routes to School promotional items and
giveaways. Five bicycles from the SRTS program were also loaned for the
event's bike rodeo, allowing children to practice their bicycling skills in a safe
and supportive environment.

START THE SCHOOL YEAR
STRONG WITH THE
INFORMATION, ACTIVITIES, §
AND RESOURCES YOUR
FAMILY NEEDS

Thanks to a generous donation from Walmart in Henderson, 100 bicycle
helmets were distributed to participating children, and four bicycles were
awarded through a raffle.

KTRCOG would like to recognize Mr. Rey Horner, Ms. Aarika Sandlin, Ms.
Amanda Hines, and Ms. Sharon Pettiford for their coordination, assistance,
and continued support of the SRTS program and bike rodeo. We sincerely
appreciate Vance County Schools for including SRTS in this wonderful
community event and helping local students begin the new school year safely!

Ashley Zuniga
KTRCOG Program Coordinator
252-436-2040 ext. 2009
azuniga@kerrtarcog.org
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STAY CONNECTED WITH SRTS!

As part of KTRCOG's Safe Routes to School non-infrastructure outreach efforts, community
members are encouraged to stay involved by sharing feedback, completing the SRTS Interest
Form, and learning more about walking and biking safety opportunities throughout the
region. The flyer below includes helpful QR codes for event feedback, future SRTS interest,
the KTRCOG monthly newsletter, and the KTRCOG Safe Routes to School webpage.

SAFE ROUTES ® STRONG COMMUNITIES ® BRIGHT FUTURES

Safe Routes to School ~
Event Feedback & SRTS Interest

' Thank You for Participating in
Our Safe Routes to School Event!

Thank you for participating in our Safe Routes to School
event. We hope your family enjoyed learning, engaging,
and connecting with us. Your feedback and interest help

| us plan future walking, biking, and safety activities for
students, families, schools, and communities across the & &
Kerr-Tar region.

ﬂ =Y  SRTS Interest Form
Feedback Survey | e
Families, parents, caregivers, -
ge] and children are invited to -
share their oot | biking safety events, Walk to
today's Safe Routes to c - School Day, Bike to School Day,
School event. Your feedback e R SERAT school outreach opportunities,
helps us improve future Safe . M community partnerships, or Sca
Sc. lete the in to complete the
Routes to School events and R0 compater future SRTS events? SRTS Interest Form and

activities. Event Feedback Survey. stay connected.

Keep Up With Safe Routes to School Ways to Get Involved

KTRCOG Monthly . KTRCOG SRTS @ Encourage children to walk, bike, and roll safely

Interested in Safe Routes to
School activities, walking and

Newsletter Webpage
Stay updated on Safe Routes ; Visit the Safe Routes to School @ Practice pedestrian and bicycle safety together
to School activities, community :  webpage to learn more about 1 J
events, and regional updates l resources, outreach @ Participate in Walk, Bike, and Roll to School activities
through KTRCOG's monthly i opportunities, and

newsletter. { upcoming activities. “i .‘ Share safety concerns near schools or neighborhoods
@ Help spread the word about future SRTS events

Complete the SRTS interest form to stay connected

What Happens Next?

Your responses help us plan future

Safe Routes to School activities, identify
family interest, and improve walking, biking,
and safety outreach across Vance, Franklin,
Granville, Warren, and Person counties.

Questions, comments, or concerns?
Contact Ashley Zuniga

Safe Routes to School Regional Program Coordinator
Serving Vance, Franklin, Granville, Warren, and Person Counties
Email: azuniga@kerrtarcog.org

Phone: 252-436-2040 ext. 2009

Thank you for helping us create safer, healthier, and more connected communities!

Ashley Zuniga
KTRCOG SRTS Program Coordinator
252-436-2040 ext. 2009

azuniga@kerrtarcog.org
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NCWORKS, KERR-TAR WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT BOARD, AND KITTRELL
JOB CORPS STRENGTHEN PARTNERSHIP

The NCWorks Career Center and the Kerr-Tar Workforce Development Board and Local Reentry
Council recently met with staff and students at Kittrell Job Corps to strengthen their partnership
and expand opportunities for their students.

During the meeting, staff discussed continuing their collaborative efforts to connect eligible Job
Corps participants with NEXTGEN Youth Program services available through NCWorks and the Local
Reentry Council (LRC). These partnerships help participants gain access to career guidance,
workforce training, supportive services, and employment opportunities that lead to long-term
success.

In addition to the partnership discussions, the team met with three Job Corps students to introduce
and discuss Highway Construction Trade Academy being offered in collaboration with Vance-
Granville Community College (VGCC) and the North Carolina Department of Transportation
(NCDQT). The students learned about the training opportunities available through the program, the
skills they can gain, and the career pathways that can lead to high-demand careers in the
transportation and infrastructure industries.

The meeting highlighted the importance of strong community partnerships in creating pathways to
employment and helping young adults overcome barriers to success. By working together,
NCWorks, Kerr-Tar Workforce Board, Kittrell Job Corps, VGCC, LRC and NCDOT continue to invest in
the future workforce while supporting local employers and strengthening the regional economy.

Lisa Holland
KTRCOG Business Service Manager
252-436-2040 ext 2057
lholland@kerrtarcog.org




RAPID RESPONSE INFORMATION
SESSION HELD FOR INTERNATIONAL
PAPER EMPLOYEES

The Kerr-Tar Workforce Development Board and NCWorks recently met with Melissa Thomas
with Duke Energy on Monday, July 13, 2026 to discuss expanding career awareness
opportunities for youth and young adults across the region. The conversation focused on
increasing exposure to high-demand careers in the skilled trades, including electrical,
welding, pipefitting, and other occupations that support the growing energy industry.

The meeting also highlighted opportunities to connect Duke Energy's workforce initiatives
with the NCWorks NextGen Youth Program, apprenticeship opportunities, and other
workforce development services. By strengthening partnerships, Kerr-Tar Workforce
Development Board and Duke Energy are working together to build a strong talent pipeline
that prepares the next generation for rewarding careers while helping meet the region's
future workforce needs.

RAPID RESPONSE ASSISTANCE PROVIDED TO
OPEN BOOK EXTRACTS EMPLOYEES (OBX)

The Kerr-Tar Workforce Development Board and NCWorks Career Center recently responded
to a workforce reduction at Open Book Extracts (OBX), where 20 employees were impacted
by a layoff announcement on Friday, July 24.

We were contacted by Person County Economic Development who was working closely with
the employer. Our team quickly provided electronic Rapid Response materials for
distribution to all affected employees. The information included resources on unemployment
insurance, NCWorks services, job search assistance, training opportunities, and other
workforce support available to help individuals transition back into employment.

Open Book Extracts expressed their appreciation for the timely information and support
provided. The Kerr-Tar Workforce Development Board remains committed to partnering with
local employers during times of workforce transition by delivering responsive services and
connecting affected workers with the resources they need to successfully move forward.

Lisa Holland
KTRCOG Business Service Manager
252-436-2040 ext 2057
lholland@kerrtarcog.org




NEW EMPLOYEES SPOTLIGHTS
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NEW EMPLOYEES SPOTLIGHTS

WANT YOUR FLYER OR STORY ®
IN THE NEWSLETTER?

Interested in Being Featured in Our Newsletter?

Contact Ashley Zuniga, Newsletter Editor and Regional Program Coordinator, at
azuniga@kerrtarcog.org. Please include your article information, event details, flyers,
and high-quality photos for consideration.

Submission guidelines:

e Content must come from a nonprofit organization or a local or state government
agency. Private and for-profit organizations are not eligible for inclusion.

e Submissions must relate to at least one of the five counties served by the Kerr-Tar
Regional Council of Governments: Franklin, Granville, Person, Vance, or Warren.

e Materials must be submitted at least one week before the end of the month to be
considered for the following month’s newsletter.

e The newsletter is typically published on the first or second day of each month.

*Please note that submitting content does not guarantee publication.*


mailto:azuniga@kerrtarcog.org

Kerr~lar

COMMUNITIES
SERVED Executive

Diane Cox

Director dcoxekerrtarcog.org
Franklin County
Granville County
Person County Area Agency Alan Winstead
Vance County on Aging awinsteadekerrtarcog.org
Warren County
T fB .
oW OF BEAE Eommumty & Desiree Brooks
Town of Butner conomic
Development d brOOkS@ kerrta rcog.org
City of Creedmoor
Town of Franklinton
City of Henderson Workforce Lou Grillo
Town of Kittrell Developme'\t lgrilloekerrtarcog.org
Town of Louisburg
Town of Macon
Town of Middleburg Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments aims to promote
Town of Norlina regionalism that provides opportunities for local governments

to enhance and improve the quality of life for our citizens

City of Oxford

City of Roxboro

1724 Graham Avenue

PO Box 709

Town of Stovall Henderson, NC 27536

Phone | (252) 436-2040

Fax | (252) 436-2055

Town of Youngsville infoekerrtarcog.org | kerrtarcog.org

Town of Stem

Town of Warrenton

through effective delivery of services and programs.

PERSON WARREN

GRANVILLE



http://www.franklincountync.us/
https://www.granvillecounty.org/
https://www.personcountync.gov/
https://www.vancecounty.org/
http://www.warrencountync.com/
https://www.townofbunn.org/
http://www.butnernc.org/
http://www.cityofcreedmoor.org/
http://www.franklintonnc.us/
https://henderson.nc.gov/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kittrell,_North_Carolina
http://www.townoflouisburg.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Macon,_North_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middleburg,_North_Carolina
https://townofnorlina.com/
http://www.oxfordnc.org/
http://www.cityofroxboro.com/
http://www.stemnc.org/
https://www.stovallnc.org/
http://www.warrenton.nc.gov/
https://www.townofyoungsville.org/
mailto:lgrillo@kerrtarcog.org
mailto:info@kerrtarcog.org
http://www.kerrtarcog.org/
mailto:dcox@kerrtarcog.org
mailto:nfrancis@kerrtarcog.org
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	IMPORTANT EVENTS
	August 1st - August 31st 2026
	National Immunization Awareness Month  - 08/01/2026-08/31/2026
	National Immunization Awareness Month highlights the importance of routine vaccination for infants, children, adolescents, adults, and older adults. Vaccines help protect individuals and communities from serious and preventable diseases.  Individuals should speak with a trusted health care provider about which vaccines are recommended for them.

	Back To School Month - 08/01/2026-08/31/2026
	National Senior Citizens Day- 08/21/2026
	August marks the beginning of a new school year for many students, families, educators, and school employees. It is a time to gather supplies, establish healthy routines, review transportation and school-zone safety, and prepare students for a successful return to the classroom. Families are encouraged to discuss expectations, practice safe routes to school, and support children as they adjust to new schedules and learning environments.
	National Senior Citizens Day recognizes the achievements, experiences, and valuable contributions of older adults throughout our communities. It also provides an opportunity to raise awareness of issues affecting seniors, including health care, transportation, social isolation, financial security, caregiving, and access to supportive services.

	National Night Out - 08/04/2026
	Women’s Equality Day - 08/26/2026
	National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that promotes public safety and strengthens partnerships among residents, law enforcement agencies, first responders, local governments, and community organizations. Events across the country bring neighbors together through family activities, safety demonstrations, food, entertainment, and community resources. The observance encourages residents to connect with those who serve their communities and work together to create safer, more welcoming neighborhoods.
	Women’s Equality Day commemorates the certification of the 19th Amendment in 1920, which granted many women in the United States the right to vote. The observance honors the generations of advocates who worked to advance women’s voting rights and recognizes the ongoing pursuit of equal rights and opportunities. It encourages reflection on women’s important contributions to our country.
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	A MATTER OF BALANCE CLASS COMPLETED IN PERSON COUNTY
	Alan Winstead KTRCOG Area Agency On Aging Director (252) 436-2040 ext. 2047 awinstead@kerrtarcog.org
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	FREE SEED LIBRARY GROWS AT VANCE COUNTY REGIONAL FARMERS MARKET
	Alan Winstead KTRCOG Area Agency On Aging Director (252) 436-2040 ext. 2047 awinstead@kerrtarcog.org

	PLANNING  &  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT
	Food Pantry Meetings Held Throughout the Kerr-Tar Region
	During July 2026 the Kerr-Tar Regional Food Council’s Food Security & Access Committee brought together representatives from food distribution organizations throughout the five counties to discuss current challenges and emerging trends affecting food assistance efforts.
	Three meetings were held across the Kerr-Tar Region in convenient locations. Stipends were also provided for participating organizations.  Participants shared concerns about increasing demand for services, operational challenges, and the ongoing need for adequate food supplies. The discussion also highlighted the importance of strengthening collaboration and referral networks to better serve families experiencing food insecurity.
	A regional survey will be distributed to food pantries to identify the most pressing challenges across the region. The survey results will help guide future planning, collaboration, and resource development to strengthen the regional food assistance network.
	These regional pantry meetings are part of the Kerr-Tar Regional Food Partnership Project, which is made possible through funding from the Triangle North Healthcare Foundation. Their support is helping strengthen collaboration among food assistance providers and identify opportunities to improve food access across the Kerr-Tar region.
	For more information about the Kerr-Tar Regional Food Council, contact Desiree Brooks at 252-436-2040 Ext. 6546 or dbrooks@kerrtarcog.org.
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