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Please join us for the Kerr-Tar

Regional Planning Organization

TAC/TCC Meeting at the KTRCOG

Office on Thursday, June 18th, at 3pm.

Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments
1724 Graham Ave

Henderson, NC 27536
(252) 436-2040

info@kerrtarcog.org

The Regional Food CouncilMeeting will be held at the
KTRCOG Office on Wednesday,June 24 , at 10am.

th

The Kerr-Tar Regional Councilof Governments will be hostingits Full Board meeting at theKTRCOG Office on Thursday,June 25th, at 6:30pm! Dinnerwill be served to participants.

Interested in attending any

upcoming meetings? Our

calendar is updated continously!

Don’t forget to subscribe to our

monthly newsletter editions!

The Workforce Development

Board Meeting will be held at

the KTRCOG Office on

Tuesday, June 9  at 6pm.th
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Please join us for the 2026 Region K Elder
Abuse Awareness & Prevention

Conference & Walk on Friday, June 12 ,
2026, from 10am - 2pm at the Warren

County Armory Convention Center! This
event is FREE and OPEN to the PUBLIC.

Free t-shirts, lunch, ice cream, and
goodies will be given to particpants (first
come, first serve). Please wear PURPLE &
SILVER or decorate your car with these

colors to show your support about
ending elder abuse. Individuals will be

recognized for their effort at the event!

th

UPCOMING MEETINGS

2

Want to feature your KTRCOG
event? Email info@kerrtarcog.org

with the event details!



As we recognize these upcoming holidays and observances, we encourage everyone to take time
to reflect, celebrate, and support the people and causes that make our communities stronger,
safer, and more connected.

Juneteeth - 06/19

National Safety Month -
06/01 - 06/30

IMPORTANT EVENTS
Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments

Monday, June 1st, 2026

National Safety Month is
observed each June to raise
awareness about the
importance of preventing
injuries and creating safer
environments at home, at
work, on the road, and in the
community. This month
encourages everyone to take
simple, proactive steps to
protect themselves and
others.

Father’s Day - 06/21

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day - 06/15

Father’s Day is a special day
to honor and celebrate
fathers, father figures,
grandfathers, and the
important men who provide
love, guidance, and support
in our lives. This holiday is a
meaningful opportunity to
show appreciation for the
lasting impact they have on
families and communities.

3

II
MM
PP
OO
RR
TT
AA
NN
TT  

II
NN
FF
OO
RR
MM
AA
TT
II
OO
NN

I
M
P
O
R
T
A
N
T 

I
N
F
O
R
M
A
T
I
O
N

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day is observed on June 15 each year to raise awareness about the
abuse, neglect, and exploitation that some older adults may experience. This day encourages
communities to recognize the signs of elder abuse, support prevention efforts, and promote
dignity, safety, and respect for aging adults.

Juneteenth, observed on
June 19, commemorates the
end of slavery in the United
States and celebrates
freedom, resilience, and
African American history
and culture. This day serves
as an opportunity to reflect,
learn, and honor the
continued pursuit of
equality and justice.

June is recognized as Alzheimer’s &
Brain Awareness Month, a time to
raise awareness about Alzheimer’s
disease, dementia, and the
importance of brain health. This
month encourages individuals,
families, and communities to learn
the warning signs, support those
affected, and promote healthy
habits that may help protect brain
health over time.

Alzheimer’s & Brain
Awareness Month



KERR-TAR REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS PRESENTS

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTSII
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Ashley Zuniga
Newsletter Editor

252-436-2040 ext. 2009
azuniga@kerrtarcog.org

Want your community event to be

featured in the newsletter? Contact

us with your program details! 4
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Ashley Zuniga
Newsletter Editor

252-436-2040 ext. 2009
azuniga@kerrtarcog.org
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Newsletter Editor

252-436-2040 ext. 2009
azuniga@kerrtarcog.org
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CLEARVIEW CHURCH
3485 US-158 BUS

HENDERSON, NC 27537

COST IS $30 PER PERSON

SAVE THE DATE!

INVITES YOU TO THE

ANNUAL

BANQUET 

&

AWARDS

CEREMONY

THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 24TH, 2026

6:30 PM

JOIN US FOR A NIGHT
OF CELEBRATION!
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H A V E  Y O U
R E C E I V E D  A
C L O S E O U T  N O T I C E
F R O M  T R E A S U R Y ?

“Closeout Notices” are being emailed by the US
Treasury to some local governments for ARPA
SLFRF Funds.  The email notice lets you know you
have the option to close out your ARPA funds. If
you are ready to close out:

First, log in to your Treasury portal using your
existing ID and login credentials. 
Then follow the straightforward steps to
complete your close out certification. It does
not take long. 
Keep a copy of your work for your ARPA
records. 

The only local governments receiving these
notices will be those that indicated in their last
year’s (April 2025) Treasury Report that they have
fully expended their ARPA funds and are ready to
close out.
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According to the email from Treasury:
“Treasury encourages your community to
utilize the resources below to
successfully close out the SLFRF award
as soon as possible. Recipients who
initiate the award closeout in the portal
are no longer required to submit Project
& Expenditure (P&E) Reports. Note:
Recipients who do not initiate program
closeout are required to continue to
submit required reports”

If you have received a Closeout Notice, and
would like assistance with logging in to the
Treasury portal and/or closing out your
funds, feel free to reach out to

KATIE CONNER AT
KCONNER@KERRTARCOG.ORG

BLOCK BOUNDARY SUGGESTION PROJECT
County governments recently received an invitation from the General Assembly and Governor’s Office to
participate in the Block Boundary Suggestion Project (BBSP). The BBSP is part of the federal nonpartisan
Redistricting Data Program that will generate the information used to draw political boundaries after
Census 2030.

The BBSP allows county governments to preview the census blocks the US Census Bureau envisions using
and to suggest changes. Census blocks are the smallest geographies for which data is tabulated and are
combined to form larger areas like voting precincts and electoral districts. Local governments also can use
the census blocks for non-electoral purposes like transportation planning.

County participation is highly recommended. Participation will improve the accuracy of the 2030 Census,
which will help counties secure their fair shares of political and financial resources.

Counties can participate in 2026 and 2027. The Census Bureau will provide the data and the online GIS tool
used to review the information and suggest changes. Technical training will be provided.
 

Counties should reply to the invitation sent to their Board of Elections. Direct any questions to the state’s
Nonpartisan Redistricting Liaisons, Paul Coble (paul@ncleg.gov) and John Quinterno
(john.quinterno@osbm.nc.gov).

8
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The U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) has announced the AI Upskill Accelerator Pilot
Program, making $25 million available nationally to support industry-led workforce training programs
focused on artificial intelligence (AI) skills. The program will fund approximately 5–8 non-construction
awards, ranging from $1 million to $8 million, for system development, program design, and
implementation. Projects are expected to last 24–36 months, with training beginning no later than one year
after the award date.

Eligible projects must demonstrate a regional need for AI workforce training, employer partnerships, and
alignment with industries where AI is important to future competitiveness and economic growth.
Applications are due by 4:59 p.m. Eastern Time on July 10, 2026. For more information, visit the AI Upskill
Accelerator Pilot Program page on the U.S. Economic Development Administration website.

In addition, EDA is currently accepting applications on a rolling basis for its Public Works and Economic
Adjustment Assistance (PW/EAA) programs. These programs support economic development projects that
encourage private investment, job creation, critical infrastructure, workforce development, and assistance
for coal-impacted communities. More information is available through the EDA’s Economic Adjustment
Assistance and Public Works program pages.

EDA INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE AI
UPSKILL ACCELERATOR PILOT PROGRAM

APPLY TO THE OPPORTUNITY ZONE PROGRAM TODAY!

The North Carolina Department of Commerce is inviting local governments, economic development
professionals, and the public to provide feedback on candidate areas that could be certified as North
Carolina’s new Opportunity Zones. This federal program is designed to attract investment, support housing
and economic development, encourage business growth, and create jobs in low-income census tracts across
the state.

North Carolina has 807 eligible low-income census tracts and may nominate 202 tracts for Opportunity Zone
designation. Local leaders are encouraged to consider areas with strong potential for business
development, job creation, community revitalization, industrial site redevelopment, and expanded housing
supply in high-need areas.

The public comment period opened April 29, 2026, and feedback forms will be accepted until 11:59 p.m. on
Sunday, June 7, 2026. More information, including the eligible tract map and feedback form, is available at
commerce.nc.gov/oz. New zones are expected to take effect on January 1, 2027, after certification by the
U.S. Treasury.
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MOBILE FREE PHARMACY

OTC MEDICINE GIVEAWAY 
& COMMUNITY EVENT

ONLINE ORDERING OPENS: 
ONLINE ORDERING CLOSES: 

Walks-in’s welcome | No preregistration required | No I.D. required
Must be 18+ to receive medicines

Take home free over-the-counter medicine, including allergy, cough and cold, pain relief,

vitamins, children's medicine, and more! Order ahead online and schedule a pick up time
or simply walk in to select your FREE medicines. Pick up for family members too!

!! OPEN TO ALL NC RESIDENTS !!

5/26/2026 
This program has been brought to your

community by: 6/19//2026* 
*Or when a maximum 500 orders placed

Friday, June 26, 2026
9AM — 2PM

Warren County Armory Civic Center
501 US Hwy 158 Bus East

Warrenton, NC 27589

NC MedAssist is a statewide, nonprofit pharmacy that provides free prescription and over-the-counter (OTC) medications through three
core programs. Learn more at www.medassist.org. 

To preorder, scan the QR code
or visit medassist.org/mobile 

10
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Free t-shirts, lunch,
& goodies
available 

(while supplies last)

Wear PURPLE & SILVER to show the world you care about ending elder abuse and/or
decorate your vehicle, in support. We will recognize each participant that displays their

support for Elder Abuse Awareness & Prevention.
 

10:00 am-2:00 pm

2026 REGION K ELDER ABUSE
AWARENESS & PREVENTION

Conference & Walk
Friday, June 12, 2026

FREE 
& Opento
the Public!

Warren County Armory
Convention Center

501 US Hwy 158 Bus E,
Warrenton, NC 27589

Thanks to our sponsors!

A & S 
Pest Controll

Contact Kim Hawkins at 252-436-2050 or khawkins@kerrtarcog.org for more information
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2026 SILVER ARTS EVENT:2026 SILVER ARTS EVENT:

CELEBRATE CREATIVITY, TALENT,CELEBRATE CREATIVITY, TALENT,

AND ACTIVE AGING!AND ACTIVE AGING!

2026 SILVER ARTS EVENT:
CELEBRATE CREATIVITY, TALENT,

AND ACTIVE AGING!
The 2026 Kerr-Tar Senior Games & SilverArts brought together 276 registered participants, ages 50
and better, from across the five-county region, including Franklin, Granville, Person, Warren, and
Vance counties. As a health promotion program, Senior Games encourages older adults to stay
active, connected, and engaged through friendly competition, physical activity, socialization, and
creative expression.

This year’s Opening Ceremonies and Fun Walk were held in Franklin County, while the SilverArts
competition was hosted in Vance County. Participants competed in a variety of sporting events and
showcased their talents in SilverArts categories such as Literary Arts, Visual Arts, Heritage Arts,
Performing Arts, and the Cheerleading Showcase. From poetry, paintings, photography, quilting,
woodworking, music, dance, theater, and spirited cheerleading performances, the event
highlighted the creativity, dedication, and pride of seniors throughout Region K.

SilverArts, known as “a celebration of the creative expression of seniors in North Carolina,”
continues to be an important part of the North Carolina Senior Games tradition. With gallery-style
displays, live stage performances, and plenty of friendly competition, this year’s program truly
showed that Region K knows how to put on a show!

For more information or to volunteer with Senior Games in the future, please contact Crystal Allen
at 252-436-2040 ext. 2036 or Michael Patterson at 252-436-2040 ext. 6072.
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22002266  SSEENNIIOORR  SSIILLVVEERR  AARRTTSS  EEVVEENNTT  PPHHOOTTOOSS  2026 SENIOR SILVER ARTS EVENT PHOTOS 
DANCING, SINGING, CHEERLEADING,DANCING, SINGING, CHEERLEADING,

CROCHET/KNITTING WORK, PAINTINGS, DRAWINGS,CROCHET/KNITTING WORK, PAINTINGS, DRAWINGS,

CERAMIC POTTERY, ETC.CERAMIC POTTERY, ETC.

DANCING, SINGING, CHEERLEADING,
CROCHET/KNITTING WORK, PAINTINGS, DRAWINGS,

CERAMIC POTTERY, ETC.
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Vance County celebrated Mother’s Day with a special Mother’s Day Tea honoring mothers and mother
figures in the community. The event provided a warm and welcoming space for participants to come
together, enjoy fellowship, and recognize the important role that mothers play in families and
communities.

During the event, participants learned about different types of teas, tea party traditions, and customs
associated with hosting and enjoying afternoon tea. Guests also embraced the occasion by wearing
stylish hats, adding a fun and festive touch to the celebration.

Attendees enjoyed refreshments, conversation, and a meaningful opportunity to celebrate Mother’s
Day in a thoughtful and memorable way. The event was a wonderful reminder of the appreciation, love,
and gratitude shared for mothers and mother figures throughout Vance County.
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MOTHER’S DAY TEA

Alan Winstead
KTRCOG Area Agency On Aging Director

(252) 436-2040 ext. 2047
awinstead@kerrtarcog.org
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT :CRYSTAL ALLEN @ 252-436-2040 

N.C. Department of Insurance • Mike Causey, Commissioner
855-408-1212 (toll free) • www.ncdoi.gov 

June is the month that we celebrate dads. What better time is there for men
to get their health screenings scheduled? 

Even healthy men need to get health screenings for preventive care. 

If you are a man with Medicare coverage, now is the time to talk with your
doctor about getting screened for prostate cancer, colorectal cancer and
cardiovascular disease. 

Medicare covers prostate screenings once every 12 months for men over 50
and the colorectal screening tests every 120 months, unless at high risk. 

Cardiovascular screenings can detect conditions that could lead to heart
attack or stroke and are covered by Medicare once every five years. 

Ask a SHIIP counselor for more information. 

JUNE IS 
MEN’S HEALTH MONTH 
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Alan Winstead
KTRCOG Area Agency On Aging Director

(252) 436-2040 ext. 2047
awinstead@kerrtarcog.org
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Childcare Accessibility

Listening Sessions
 

Help us understand how
childcare accessibility impacts

your household.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

 

Franklin County, NC

www.discoverfranklincountync.com
@franklincountynceconomicdevelopment

SCAN TO TAKE
SURVEY!

UPCOMING SESSION DATES

 Bunn Public Library

Louisburg 
DT Community Station

Youngsville Public Library

Franklinton Public Library

JUNE 17 &
JUNE 18

JUNE 23 &
JUNE 24

JULY 14 &
JULY 15

JULY 22 &
JULY 23

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM
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A pothole usually forms in a road surface as a result of water seeping into pavement cracks
and freezing during winter months. Because water expands when it freezes, the cracks
become wider and deeper. Over time the larger cracks, combined with the weight of traffic,
cause the pavement to break up. While potholes are more prevalent in early spring, they
can occur year-round.
 
Repairing potholes is important because they can lead to more expensive road repairs,
cause wear and tear on vehicles, make for bumpy rides, and pose safety risks.
 
Other Roadway Defects Not all defects in the road are potholes. For various reasons, the
top layer of pavement can break and form a shallow divot known as a delamination. NC
Department of Transportation crews work proactively to maintain and repair about 80,000
miles of state-maintained roads. Because of the vast number of roads, NCDOT typically only
patches delaminations if they are severe. There simply is not enough funding to patch every
roadway imperfection.
 
Report a Pothole
NCDOT is committed to repairing potholes on state-maintained roads within two business
days when they are reported using the online pothole reporting system. To report potholes
on other roads, contact the local public works department.
 
For other issues or concerns about state maintained roads, contact NCDOT or call 1-877-
DOT-4YOU (1-877-368-4968).
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LOOK OUT FOR POTHOLES!
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Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments
1724 Graham Ave

Henderson, NC 27536
(252) 436-2040

info@kerrtarcog.org
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On May 13, 2026, regional partners gathered at Turning Point CDC to discuss one of the most
pressing challenges facing families and employers across the Kerr-Tar Region: access to
affordable, high-quality childcare. Representatives from Positive Childhood Alliance NC provided
an informative presentation highlighting the many barriers families face when seeking childcare
and the far-reaching impacts these challenges have on our communities.

Attendees included staff from Franklin-Granville-Vance Smart Start, Vance-Granville Community
College, Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments, Henderson-Vance Chamber of Commerce,
and Turning Point CDC.. Discussions focused on how childcare shortages affect family well-being,
mental health, workforce participation, and the development of our future workforce. These
issues ultimately have significant implications for economic development throughout the region.

This meeting marks the beginning of a broader regional effort to better understand childcare
challenges from multiple perspectives. Additional meetings will be held with parents, childcare
providers, employers, educators, community organizations, and other stakeholders to gather
input and identify potential solutions.

Information gathered through these discussions will help shape the Kerr-Tar Regional Childcare
Summit, scheduled for April 8, 2027. The summit will bring together regional leaders and
stakeholders to explore innovative, achievable strategies for strengthening the childcare system
and supporting families, businesses, and communities across the region.

For more information about this initiative or the upcoming summit, contact Desiree Brooks at
dbrooks@kerrtarcog.org.
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REGIONAL PARTNERS BEGIN PLANNING
FOR 2027 CHILDCARE SUMMIT

Desiree Brooks
KTRCOG Economic Development Manager

(252) 436-2040 ext. 6546
dbrooks@kerrtarcog.org
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Ashley Zuniga
KTRCOG Program Coordinator

252-436-2040 ext. 2009
azuniga@kerrtarcog.org

National Safety
Month is a great
reminder of the
importance of
creating safer

environments for
everyone, including

students traveling to
and from school.
Through the Safe
Routes to School

initiative,
communities can

support safer
walking and biking
options, encourage
healthy habits, and

work together to
reduce risks around

schools,
neighborhoods, and

roadways.

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL:
NATIONAL SAFETY MONTH

In recognition of National Safety Month, recently appointed Safe
Routes to School Coordinator, Ashley Zuniga, hosted a Safe Routes to
School table at the 3rd Annual Fun Charity Ride & Kids Fun Fest, held
by Community Health Is Wealth, on Saturday, May 16, at Back to Eden

in Henderson, NC.

This community event provided a great opportunity to share
information about the Safe Routes to School initiative, bike and

pedestrian safety, and the importance of creating safer routes for
children and families traveling to school and throughout their

neighborhoods.

Thank you to Community Health Is Wealth for hosting such a
meaningful event and for creating space for local organizations and

community partners to connect with families in Vance County.
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Lisa Holland
KTRCOG Business Service Manager

252-436-2040 ext 2057
lholland@kerrtarcog.org
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The Mars Rapid Response efforts were a tremendous success, bringing together workforce partners,
employers, educational partners, and community organizations to support employees affected by
the facility closure.

The week before the Mars Job Fair, three employee information sessions were held in partnership
with Vance-Granville Community College. These sessions provided information on workforce
services, educational and training opportunities, unemployment resources, resume assistance, and
career planning support. Employees were highly engaged, asked thoughtful questions, and actively
participated.

The Mars Rapid Response Job Fair built on those efforts by connecting associates directly with
regional employers and career opportunities. Employers conducted private interviews, shared
current and upcoming job openings, and several employees received multiple offers that day. The
NCWorks Mobile Unit was also on-site and heavily utilized for job search assistance, resume support,
and career guidance.

This event highlighted the strength of collaboration among workforce development organizations,
educational partners, employers, and community leaders. Thank you to all participating employers,
staff, partners, and volunteers who made these efforts meaningful and successful. We remain
committed to supporting Mars associates as they transition into new employment, training,
education, retirement, and other career pathways.

MARS RAPID RESPONSE EFFORTS AND
JOB FAIR - A GREAT SUCCESS!
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HappyHappyHappy
Birthday!Birthday!Birthday!

HappyHappy
Anniversary!Anniversary!

Happy
Anniversary!

Diane CoxDiane CoxDiane Cox
Executive DirectorExecutive DirectorExecutive Director

Diane Cox
Executive Director

June 10th

19 Years - June 4th

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
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Franklin County

Granville County

Person County

Vance County

Warren County

Town of Bunn

Town of Butner

City of Creedmoor

Town of Franklinton

City of Henderson

Town of Kittrell

Town of Louisburg

Town of Macon

Town of Middleburg

Town of Norlina

City of Oxford

City of Roxboro

Town of Stem

Town of Stovall

Town of Warrenton

Town of Youngsville

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T
Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments aims to promote
regionalism that provides opportunities for local governments
to enhance and improve the quality of life for our citizens
through effective delivery of services and programs.  

COMMUNITIES 
SERVED

Workforce
Development
Workforce
Development

Lou Grillo

lgrillo@kerrtarcog.org

Kerr-Tar Regional Council of Governments
1724 Graham Avenue
PO Box 709 
Henderson, NC 27536
Phone | (252) 436-2040
Fax | (252) 436-2055 
info@kerrtarcog.org | kerrtarcog.org

Diane Cox

dcox@kerrtarcog.org

Executive
Director
Executive
Director

Alan Winstead

awinstead@kerrtarcog.org

Area Agency
on Aging
Area Agency
on Aging

Desiree Brooks

dbrooks@kerrtarcog.org

Community &
Economic
Development

Community &
Economic
Development

Regional Council of Governments
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