
Jordan Whichard
Jordan Whichard serves as Chief Deputy Secretary at the North Carolina
Department of Commerce, where he leads teams in several operational areas
and provides strategic leadership for the agency. He also represents the
Department on the Board of Directors of the NC Railroad Company and the NC
Global Transpark. Prior to his current role, Jordan advised Governor Cooper and
served as Director of Intergovernmental Affairs in the Governor's Office.

Chief Deputy Secretary, NC Department of Commerce

Tom Barkin

Tom Barkin is the President and CEO of the Federal Reserve Bank of
Richmond and has held this position since 2018. Tom serves on the Fed's
chief monetary policy body, the Federal Open Market Committee, and is
also responsible for bank supervision and the Federal Reserve's technology
organization. He is "on the ground" continually in the Fed's Fifth District,
which covers SC, NC, VA, DC, WV, and MD. His engagement in the region
has brought real attention to areas facing economic challenges.  

CEO, Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond

Ted Abernathy

Ted Abernathy is the Managing Partner of Economic Leadership, LLC, a
consultancy that is currently working in a dozen states to develop economic
and workforce strategies. Ted has 35 years of experience in directing
economic development and workforce development programs. He has
developed plans for the 8 states that comprise the Mississippi Delta, co-
authored Reimaging Workforce Development, and developed best practices
in manufacturing and innovation for the US Economic Development
Administration. Ted speaks to groups across the country and internationally
on many topics including the economy, the future of work, trendspotting the
future, and organizational leadership.  

Managing Partner, Economic Leadership, LLC

Laura Ullrich
Laura Ullrich is a senior regional economist at the Charlotte branch of the
Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond. Ullrich was associate dean for
undergraduate programs and a professor of economics at Winthrop
University. Ullrich's research interests include higher education, school
finance reform, local and state level tax and expenditure analyses, and the
economic impact of local development. She is an active member of her
community, currently serving on multiple boards, alliances, and committees.  

Senior Regional Economist, Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond
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Ryan Zimmerman

Ryan Zimmerman is the Director of Human Resources for
POLYWOOD and oversees all human resources functions for the
entire organization. Ryan has 20 years of Human Resources
experience at all levels of HR from Generalist, HR Manager, and
Director level roles, working for various size organizations from
small family owned businesses to fortune 100 corporations. Ryan
focuses on partnering with business leaders to ensure they are able
to meet their business objectives through HR programs and
services. Ryan joined POLYWOOD in 2015 and since has overseen
rapid growth in the workforce of nearly 60%. Today, POLYWOOD
employs over 1500 employees across the organization.  

Director of Human Resources, Polywood, LLC

Molly Demarest

Molly Demarest is the Chief Business Officer of Nugget (est. 2014),
the direct-to-consumer kids furniture company, and creators of the
original kids play couch. Recently named the fastest-growing
manufacturing company in the country by Inc. Magazine two years
in a row, Molly oversees all business operations, with the intention
of fostering an effective and imaginative work environment for a
team of approximately 100 Nuggeteers and growing. Molly is a
native of Durham, NC and has her BS in Business Administration &
Accounting from Appalachian State University.  

Chief Business Officer, Nugget

Tana Chamberlain

Tana Chamberlain is the Director of Patient Services and the
Operations Manager for Mako Medical in Henderson, NC. She has
been with Mako for 4 years and has enjoyed working to grow the
business. Prior to her work with Mako, she was the Director of
Staffing for a hospitality company. Tana is passionate about
understanding people and what makes them thrive. She enjoys
teaching and coaching team members and watching them become
successful in their roles.  

Operations Manager & Director of Patient Services,

Mako Medical
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Paige Anderson

Paige Anderson is a Senior HR Professional and has over 20 years
experience in Human Resources. She currently works at CertainTeed
Gypsum, a subsidiary of Saint-Gobain, located in Semora, NC. Her
experience in diverse manufacturing industries have provided her the
opportunity to gain experience in all facets of human resources. She
is passionate about team development and process improvement as
well as improving the work environment experience for all
employees.  

Regional Human Resources Manager, CertainTeed

Corporation

Amy Poli

Amy Poli is the HR Manager at Corning Incorporated at their Durham,
NC campus. At this facility, there are over 700 employees that
support manufacturing of Life Sciences product used for drug
discovery, manufacturing, and storage including plastic disposable
labware, glass vials, cell growth vessels, and diagnostic testing
consumables. Amy has been at Corning for 6 years in HR Generalist
positions and previously worked at Boeing Inc. in the Seattle,
Washington area. 

Human Resources Manager, Corning, Inc.

Dr. Pamela Senegal

Dr. Pamela Senegal is the president of Piedmont Community
College. She previously served as Vice President of Economic &
Community Development at Central Carolina Community College.
She brings more than 20 years of higher education leadership,
business experience, and community service to her position. Dr.
Senegal holds undergraduate degrees in Political Science and
Spanish, a Master's in Public Administration, and a Doctorate in Adult
& Community College Education, all from NC State University. She
also holds a Training & Development certificate from UNCC and the
American Society for Training & Development. 

President, Piedmont Community College
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Judy Bradsher

Judy Bradsher has been serving in education for over 20 years in
various capacities from preschool teacher to collegiate dean. In her
current role, she serves Person County Schools as the Director of
Career & Technical Programs and Early College and the District
Liaison for the Career & College Promise. Judy is a member of
multiple committees and is the current President of the Person
County United Way. She was the 2019-2020 NCDPI North Central
Region CTE Administrator of the Year.  

Executive Director of Career & Technical Education &

College Career Promise, Person County Schools

David Ziolkowski

David Ziolkowski has been the CEO of Person Memorial Hospital for
the past 6 years. David has a strong leadership background in
hospital administration and information technology that spans both
coasts over the past 20 years. He has also worked for one of the
nation's top 10 academic medical centers, Duke University Health
System where he served as a key leader in creating Duke LifePoint,
an innovative joint venture between Duke University Health System &
LifePoint Hospitals. Prior to joining Duke, David started a healthcare
software company that was eventually acquired by General Electric.  

CEO, Person Memorial Hospital

Ray Trapp

Ray Trapp has recently joined the Research Triangle Foundation as
Vice President of Strategic Engagement. Prior to joining RTF, Trapp
served as Director of External Affairs for NC Agricultural & Technical
State University. Trapp also previously served as a Guilford County
Commissioner from 2012-2017. Trapp currently serves as an At-Large
member of the NC State Board of Community Colleges, and as well
as various boards throughout the state. He was also included in the
Triad Business Journal's 2011 issue of "40 Business Leaders Under 40." 

Vice President of Strategic Engagement, Research
Triangle Foundation & Board Member, NC State Board of
Community Colleges
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